BACKGROUND-SHOWING

Interest in horse showing spans all breeds and disciplines.  On any given weekend you can find shows for professional, amateur or young riders with an interest in western, English, jumping, hunt seat, halter, pleasure, side-saddle, with a carriage or cart, three-gaited or five-gaited.  More than 14,000 sanctioned horse shows and thousands of unsanctioned events are held across the country each year.  These competitions may be restricted to a particular breed or discipline or open to all horses and riders.

Economic Effect

Showing and breeding and training show horses is a labor-intensive endeavor.  Hundreds of thousands of people work full- or part-time in the showing industry as owners, trainers, grooms, riders, veterinarians, van operators, show employees or for supporting industries that depend on it.  Some of these jobs involve unskilled or semi-skilled workers, who might be unemployable outside the horse industry.

Horse showing depends on other industries for services and supplies and those other industries and their employees depend on it.  According to the study The National Economic Impact of the Horse Industry, done by Barents Group LLC, the total economic impact of showing on the U.S. economy is considerable.  The size of the show industry can be summarized with four statistics:

Number of Horses

1.9 million

Number of Participants
3.6 million

Impact on U.S. Economy  
$34.8 Billion

Total Full-Time Jobs

441,000

Impact on States

There is an active horse showing industry in all 50 states.  Many states have hundreds of breeding and training farms that are a source of pride for the entire state.  These farms protect the environment and provide green space, often in areas that are being threatened by encroaching urban growth.  In many states horse farms place conservation easements on the property in return for accepting covenants that require the land to be kept as farm land.

In many states, the economic contribution of the horse showing industry to state and local economies is substantial.  For example:

· In California it involves 190,000 horses, has a $3.2 billion economic impact and supports 35,800 FTE jobs; 

· In Florida it involves 167,000 horses, has a $3.2 billion economic impact and supports 36,000 FTE jobs; 

· In Oklahoma it involves 122,000 horses, has a $1.2 billion economic impact and supports 17,000 FTE jobs; 
· In Texas it involves 239,000 horses, has a 1.6 billion economic impact and supports 22,000 FTE jobs.

