BACKGROUND-RECREATION

Many individuals enjoy riding horses with no concern for money or ribbons.  These individuals find respite from their busy lives with a few hours a day or week on horseback.  They may take a leisurely ride along a scenic trail or get together with friends and family to “play cowboy” for an afternoon.

The nationwide interest in trail riding has grown to include organizations devoted to preserving trails, while ranches and horse enthusiasts across the country offer vacations on horseback in scenic locations.

Economic Effect

While recreational use of horses is not usually done for an economic gain, there is a positive economic impact from recreational horseback riding.  Horse owners, breeders, stables, veterinarians and feed and tack stores all rely on and contribute to the economic impact of the recreational horse industry.

According to the study The National Economic Impact of the Horse Industry, done by Barents Group LLC, the size of the recreation industry can be summarized with four statistics:

Number of Horses

2.9 million

Number of Participants

4.3 million

Impact on U.S. Economy  
$23.8 billion

Total Full-Time Jobs

317,000

While the impact on the U.S. economy and the number of full-time jobs produced by the recreational industry may not be as large as other segments of the horse industry, the number of horses and participants involved in recreation is the largest.  Moreover, this segment of the horse industry provides a great entertainment, recreational and sporting experience to tens of millions of Americans, old and young.

Impact on States

The positive economic impact of recreational trail riding is present in all 50 states.  For example: 

· In California it involves 278,000 horses, has a $2.8 billion economic impact and supports 23,000 FTE jobs; 

· In Idaho it involves 46,000 horses, has a $221 million economic impact and supports 3,600 FTE jobs; 

· In Texas it involves 180,000 horses, has a $955 million economic impact and supports 14,000 FTE jobs.

